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UN Chief To Intercede in Eritrea-Yemen Dispute 


NC2112072295 Paris AFP in English 
0308 GMT 21 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] United Nations, Dec 20 (AFP) 
— UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali will 
personally intervene in the Red Sea island dispute that 
has pitted Yemen against Eritrea, his office announced 
Wednesday [20 December]. 


The Egyptian diplomat, who is scheduled to travel to 
Kuwait, decided to travel to Yemen and Eritrea next 
week to bring about a peaceful solution to the combat, 
said the secretary general’s spokesman Ahmad Fawzi. 


Yemen demanded Wednesday that Eritrea withdraw 
from the disputed island of Hanish al-Kabir before 
negotiations on its status can begin. 


Eritrea must also release Yemeni prisoners and agree to 
bilateral talks on the entire maritime borders between 
the two countries, Yemeni President “Ali ‘Abdallah 
Salih said. 


Eritrea seized the volcanic island on Monday after a 
three-day battle, during which it said it captured more 
than 180 Yemeni soldiers. 


After traveling to Kuwait, Eritrea and Yemen, Butrus- 
Ghali is to head to Italy and Britain in January, although 
no definite dates have been announced for those trips 
due to security concerns, a UN source said. 


OAU Urges Sudan To Hand Over Mubarak 
Attackers 


EA2012160595 Addis Ababa ETV Television Network 
in English 1930 GMT 19 Dec 95 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt] The two-day conference of 
the fifth ordinary session of the control organ of the 
OAU rechanism for conflict prevention, management, 
and resolution wound up late this afternoon here at 
Africa Hall. Asrat Seyoum has filed this report: 


(Begin recording] [Asrat] The Ethiopian foreign min- 
ister Seyoum Mesfin today once again called on the 
Sudanese Government to hand over to Ethiopia the 
three terrorists who last June attempted to assassinate 
the Egyptian president, Husni Mubarak, here in Addis 
Ababa. The Ethiopian foreign minister says the terrorists 
are still sheltered in the Sudan, and should be handed 
over to Ethiopia on the basis of the 1964 extradition 
treaty between Ethiopia and the Sudan. 


[Seyoum] My government has concluded that the Sudan 
is not. for a constructive measure, so Ethiopia’s hope is 
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that the Sudan would do or reach a decision to extradite 
these terrvrists to Ethiopia on the basis of the extradition 
treaty signed between our two countries as far back as 
1964. But I want to tell the public that Ethiopia's right 
is reserved to take up the matter to any multilateral 
group, including the Security Council of the UN to put 
additional pressure on Sudan to hand over the terrorists. 


The Egyptian foreign minister Amr Musa seems to 
comply with the stand of the Ethiopian foreign minister. 


[Amr] The investigation undertaken by the Government 
of Ethiopia was a very important investigation that has 
led to the outcome [of] the investigation, which shows 
that the terrorists came from Sudan, and some of them 
went back to Sudan, they were sheltered by Sudan. 
[passage omitted] 


{Asrat] On the contrary, the Sudanese foreign minister 
“Ali "Uthman Muhammad Taha categorically denied 
the involvement of his government in the assassination 
attempt, and the ever existence [as heard] of such 
terrorists on the Sudanese soil. 


[Taha] We do reject that Sudan has any linkage with this 
event. It does not tally with our values; it does not look 
like our behavior. We have our problems inside Sudan, 
outside Sudan, but history has never recalled that the 
Sudanese approach to such matters has ever included 
resort to violence or political assassination. 


[Asrat] In another development, the OAU secretary 
general, Dr. Salim Ahmed Salim, is of the conviction 
that the terrorists should be extradited to Ethiopia as the 
central organ of the mechanism for conflict prevention, 
management and resolution adopted last September. The 
Ethiopian statement of the result of the investigation of 
the terrorists here in Addis Ababa. [sentence as heard] 


[Salim] After a lengthy, very frank, very constructive 
discussion by the ministers, a number of decisions 
were .aken. Among them is the reaffirmation of the 
conclusions and recommendations which were adopted 
on 11 September here in Addis Ababa by the ministerial 
session of the central organ. 


2. [number as heard] Requesting the Government of Su- 
dan to extend its cooperation to the central organ, and to 
the secretary general for the purpose of finding a reso- 
lution to this problem and, more specifically, requesting 
the Government of Sudan to trace, to locate, and extra- 
dite the three s:spects which [as heard] are believed to 
be in Sudan. [passage omitted] [end recording] 
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Eritrea 


Foreign Ministry Statement on Yemeni ‘Mistakes’ 


EA2012191595 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 1600 GMT 20 Dec 95 


["Text" of statement issued by the Foreign Ministry] 


[FBIS Translated Text} The Eritrean Foreign Ministry 
has issued a statement noting that mistakes such as the 
recent events in the Hanish Islands between Eritrean and 
Yemeni forces should not be repeated. 


At a time when the Eritrean Government is making de- 
termined efforts to calm down the events which un- 
folded in the Hanish Islands and the aftermath over the 
weekend, some ill-willed Yemeni military leaders are 
heard spreading unfounded accusations and drumming 
up falsehoods in a bid to create more problems. 


The Eritrean Government is not willing to enter into 
petty arguments, but is forced to give the following 
facts about the events so that the issue can be properly 
understood: 


1. The first mistake by Yemen’s military leaders was 
to deploy soldiers on the Eritrean islands and try to 
provoke an unprecedented situation. 


2. The second mistake was for them to refuse to vacate 
the islands and hold bilateral talks. 


3. The third big mistake was to try and undermine the 
Eritrean defense forces by force. 


4. The greatest mistake was to level false counter 
accusations against Eritrea when their plan to attack 
failed. 

Mistakes should not be repeated again and again. That 
is not right. The Eritrean Government takes this oppor- 
tunity to state that it is prepared to let an independent 
party verify the issue fairly. 


Eritrean Foreign Ministry, 20 December 1995 


Ethiopia 


Government Offers Help in Eritrea-Yemen Problem 


FA2012195095 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 20 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] Foreign Minister Seyoum Mes- 
fin will leave for San’a tomorrow morning to deliver 
Prime Minister Meles Zenawi’s special message to the 
presidents of Eritrea and Yemen. 


According to the ETHIOPIAN NEWS AGENCY, quot- 


ing the Foreign Ministry, during his tour of the two 
countries at the head of an Ethiopian delegation, Mr. 
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Seyoum will express the Ethiopian Government's de- 
sire to solve the conflict between the Governments of 
Eritrea and Yemen in a peaceful and brotherly man- 
ner. The foreign minister will also express Ethiopia's 
readiness to play a role in efforts aimed at solving the 
problems peacefully, noted the Foreign Ministry. 


Kenya 


Minister Accuses Sudan of Terrorism Training 


EA2012222595 Nairobi KTN Television Network 
in English 1800 GMT 20 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Sudan has established multi- 
national terrorist training camps in which several na- 
tionalities, including Kenyans, are undergoing training, 
foreign affairs minister, [Stephen] Kalonzo Musyoka, 
disclosed. The Sudanese Government denies the Kenya 
Government has launched investigations to establish the 
truth of the matter. The foreign minister, who was brief- 
ing the press on arrival from an OAU ministerial ses- 
sion in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, today, said, however, the 
numbers involved did not warrant any cause for alarm 
as the country was adequately protected within its bor- 
ders. 


On the ministerial meeting, Kalonzo said member states 
noted with concern the lack of progress toward any 
national reconciliation in Somalia, with Kenya stating 
that if the warring factions fail to strike peaceful 
solutions then Kenya may be forced to take decisive 
action. 


On the local security situation, Kalonzo said the gov- 
ernment was baffled by the latest attacks on foreign en- 
voys, coming barely days after the government issued 
a ministerial statement in parliament over the country’s 
security situation. 


Somalia 


Ali Mahdi Radio Condemns Aid Worker’s 
Abduction 


EA2012163395 Mogadishu Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1700 GMT 19 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Somali Salvation Alliance 
[SSA] has described as a lie the brief news report 
broadcast by the Somali section of the BBC saying that 
an employe. uf a relief organization has been abducted 
at (Galbarato), about 30 km north of Mogadishu. The 
spokesman, who was addressing correspondents, said 
the report, which the BBC said was filed by their 
correspondent in Mogadishu, is misleading. The report 
was, however, contradicted by a later report quoting the 
Italian RAI radio-television station. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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The spokesman said the fact is that Marco Lorenzetti, an 
Italian, who is an employee of an organization known 
as the European Committee for Agricultural Training, 
was abducted by Aidid bandits on the road linking the 
industrial area and the livestock market in (Heliwaa) dis- 
trict, Benadir Region. The SSA strongly condemns such 
actions that terrorize the public and force international 
Organizations to stop providing humanitarian assistance 
to needy Somali people. 


In conclusion, the spokesman called on the BBC, 
particularly the Somali section, to be careful about 
reports by its so-called correspondent in Mogadishu, 
who many people, including BBC listeners, consider to 
be biased. 


Tanzania 
Government Tightens Up Movement of Refugees 


EA2012223095 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1600 GMT 20 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The government has given an 
explanation of the refugee situation and those who 
have applied for political asylum in the country. In its 
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statement, the government called on refugees and those 
who have applied for political asylum to return to the 
settlements or areas specifically allocated to them before 
the end of this month. The statement said it would not 
recognize any permits allowing refugees to live or stay 
outside their camps after 1 January 1996. 


It asked refugees with basic problems regarding work 
permits to report to the headquarters of the immigration 
department before the end of this month, since permits 
that had allowed refugees to work in the country would 
not he recognized after 1 January 1996. 


It said refugees who were employed in government 
departments and district councils should send letters to 
their regional immigration offices confirming they were 
allowed to live as refugees, plus the work permit and a 
letter allowing them to live outside refugee camps, as 
well as letters of appointment. 


The statement advised those seeking political asylum 
and those refugees in Dar es Salaam seeking medical 
treatment possessing temporary permits, to send, before 
the end of this month, a doctor’s report from a referral 
hospital to the refugee office, Ministry of Home Affairs. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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‘Gross Corruption’ Unveiled in N. Province 


MB2012080695 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 20 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] From Pietersburg the news is 
that an investigation into maladministration in North- 
ern Province has unveiled gross corruption in govern- 
ment departments. This, says Health and Welfare MEC 
[memb« " “f the Executive Council] Joe Phahla, has re- 
sulted in a loss of up to 30 million rands. The irregular- 
ities reportedly include unauthorized promotions. Some 
officials have blamed poor administration and computer 
program errors for the promotions which resulted in 
some officials being overpaid. 


ANC Concealed Dismissed Official’s Guilt 


MB2112115695 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
21 Dec 95 p& 


[Report by Mpikeleni Duma] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Ousted Free State MEC [mem- 
ber of the Executive Council] for housing Mr Vax 
Mayekiso had actually been found guilty of corruption 
by the ANC commission of inquiry and not exonerated 
as the organisation had earlier claimed. 


In fact, the commission found Mayekiso guilty of 
misuse of office powers and of self-enrichment, both 
of which amount to corruption. 


SOWETAN has established that Mayekiso had been 
found guilty on two counts which earlier led to premier 
Mr Patrick Lekota dismissing him as MEC and from 
the cabinet. 


A very senior ANC official in the Free State, who 
refused to be named for protocol reasons, said on 
Wednesday: “The ANC national leadership decided to 
emphasise the charge of misuse of office powers and 
play down the other one because finding him guilty on 
two counts would effectively warrant his expulsion from 
both the party and the provincial legislature." 


Mayekiso supporters within the ANC provincial hier- 
archy had argued before the release of the report that 
he had already been humiliated by being expelled as 
MEC. This had lowered his status, the official said. The 
commission also found that Mayekiso operated three 
personal accounts at Nedbank in Welkom. 


The commission found that Mayekiso’s wife Nondu- 
miso stood surety to Mayekiso’s acquisition of a filling 
Station in Welkom. Nedbank yesterday refused to re- 
lease details of the accounts, citing protection of client 
confidentiality. 


ANC provincial spokesman Mr Joe Khambule said the 
commission had only found Mayekiso guilty of abuse 
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of the powers of office. He refused to release the report 
or to discuss its details. 


The debacle surrounding the findings of the commis- 
sion has heightened long standing differences between 
Lekotas’ alleged powerful ally, safety and security MEC 
Mr Papi Kganare and Mayekiso. Kganare had allegedly 
proposed the expulsion of Mayekiso from cabinet. 


The official revealed that Mayekiso recently laid 
a charge against Kganare at the provincial legisla- 
ture’s disciplinary committee following utterances by 
Kganare. 


The matter still has to be heard. 


Isolated Protest of Privatization Plans Noted 


MB1912151195 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 19 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Several COSATU [Congress 
of South African Trade Unions] affiliates in the Western 
Cape today embarked on a protest action against the 
government's privatization program. 


A local COSATU spokesperson says action was carried 
Out at the airport, at several supermarkets, the harbor, 
and some food factories in Cape Town. COSATU says 
it will only be able to assess the impact and success of 
the protest by late this afternoon. And in Bloemfontein, 
members of the Post and Telecommunication and Allied 
Worker’s Union also protested against the proposed 
selling of certain state assets. Memorandums were 
handed over to Post and Telecommunications regional 
directors before protesters returned to work. 


Also supporting COSATU’s call for a work stoppage 
were more than a 100 workers at the Kimberley 
hospital, who picketed in the hospital grounds. A staff 
spokesperson said the workers were expressing their 
Opposition to privatization, as well as showing their 
solidarity with other workers. 


Shell Reports Few Disruptions After Boycott Call 


MB1912153495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1507 GMT 19 Dec 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Dec 19 
SAPA — Shell petrol stations on Tuesday said there 
had been few disruptions following a call by the South 
Africa-Nigeria Democratic Support Group for a two-day 
boycott of their products. 


A Shell South Africa spokesman told SAPA that apart 
from about 30 people demonstrating at Shell’s Ben 
Schoeman Highway Ultra City Station between Johan- 
nesburg and Pretoria, no disruptions had been reported. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Police later said 11 members of the support group had 
been arrested. 


Spokeswoman Sgt Adele Moodie said they were ar- 
rested for breaking a law prohibiting people from walk- 
ing on a freeway. They were released and warned to 
appear in the Pretoria Magistrate’s Court on Wednes- 
day morning. 


The Shell spokesman said it was too early to say 
whether the company’s sales had been affecied by 
the boycott as figures would not be available until 
Wednesday. 


The Middelburg Shell Ultra City reported business as 
usual, and Bloemfontein station owner Willie de Swart 
said sales had been good. 


The support group on Friday called for a two-day 
boycott on Tuesday and Wednesday of the 800-odd 
Shell petrol stations in South Africa in protest against 
last month’s execution of several Ogoni minority-rights 
activists by the Nigerian Government after a secret 
tribunal found them guilty of murder. 


Women, Children Killed in Natal Violence 19 Dec 


MB2012071595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0707 GMT 20 Dec 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban Dec 20 SAPA — Five 
women and three children were murdered in two attacks 
at Mvutshini near Southbroom on the KwaZulu/Natal 
south coast on Tuesday night, police said on Wednesday 
[20 December]. 


Public order police unit spokesman Supt Herman Fourie 
said that at 11PM about 10 men attacked a hut in 
the area, killing a woman aged 80. The attackers 
then moved on to an area called Nqkoko about 1 km 
away where they torched a second hut, killing seven 
occupants .‘ourie said the killers doused the hut’s door 
with petrol and set it alight. Six of the occupants were 
burnt beyond recognition. A seventh, a woman aged 68, 
tried to escape but was shot dead as she was trying to 
flee. 


Besides the 68-year-old woman, two other women aged 
23 and 17 died in the second hut, along with children 
aged 11, 10 and a toddler aged two. 


Fourie said the incident appeared to be linked to conflict 
in the ara between the Inkatha Freedom Party and the 
African National Congress. 


— In Paddock near Port Shepstone on the KwaZulu/ 
Natal south coast, 10 people were butchered last Friday 


night. 
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South African Press Review for 20 Dec 
MB2012130895 


[FBIS Editorial Report) 
THE STAR 


Land for Squatters — “Placing movatoriums on land 
invasion and carrying out evictions are unproductive 
exercises when they affect people who have been on a 
waiting list for houses for more than 20 years,” declares 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 20 December 
in a page-16 editorial. "Saddest of all" is the eviction of 
people such as those in Moffat Park “without providing 
land where they can settle.” 


ANC Will Have To Break Free From Unions — Kaizer 
Nyatsumba writes in his “One in Your Eye” column 
on the same page on the "growing tensions” between 
the ANC-led government of national unity and the 
Congress of South African Trade Unions, COSATU, 
in particular and its other alliance partners. He cites 
as an example the fact that it is "generally accepted” 
that Trade and Industry Minister Trevor Manuel is 
"doing a great job,” but COSATU “has not been entirely 
pleased with his lowering of protective tariffs with a 
view to finally dropping them altogether." The Congress 
of Traditional Leaders, “which has been vocal in its 
criticism of the Government's handling of legislation 
affecting traditional leaders, even called for a boycott 
of the November | poll in some parts of the country 
because of differences with the ANC.” Now there is 
the showdown between government and COSATU over 
the privatization of state assets. "If it is not careful, the 
ANC in Government will find itself held to ransom by 
its allies, notably the giant federation COSATU, and 
ANC ministers will have to keep looking over their 
shoulders to make sure their moves do not infuriate 
Shilowa and his colleagues. Like the Labour Party in 
Britain, sooner or later the ANC will have to break free 
from the clutches of organised labour." 


SOWETAN 


Land for Squatters — "Government's present policy to- 
wards squatting, while clearly seeking to regulate the 
establishment of residential areas, is not as clear about 
what to do about those whose shacks are pulled down," 
States a page-8 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in 
English on 20 December. Having prevented the home- 
less from squatting, the government “has to provide 
enough suitable land where the homeless can put up 
shelter.” 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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BUSINESS DAY 


Is COSATU Tail Wagging ANC Dog? — Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 20 December in a 
page-6 editorial says "South Africans might be forgiven 
for wondering if the ANC alliance’s COSATU tail 
is wagging the party dog. It might appear so if the 
party’s decision to put on hold its planned recruitment 
of privatisation advisers is its considered response to 
COSATU’s strike threats." The ANC "prides itself 
on being the party of change, the party with the 
commitment and ability to steer South Africa away 
from its baasskap [Afrikaner control] past. It also 
has the political support needed to sustain it through 
the periods of discomfort that inevitably accompany 
change.” Economic and political transformation will not 
be comfortable “but that does not mean we should 
actively avoid change. The ANC should bear this in 
mind when it seeks through negotiation to assuage the 
fears of its COSATU ally.” 


Land Invasions — A second editorial on the same page 
comments on the removal of squatters from Moffat 
Park, saying its primary motive "was to prevent the 
social ills associated with the uncontrolled settlement 
of large numbers of people,” and was the result of "a 
proper legal procedure, initiated by the democratically 
elected Johannesburg council representing the legitim.e 
residents of the area.” However, the real solution "lies in 
avoiding removals by speeding up the process of making 
land available for planned housing projects.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Government’s ‘Waste’ of Money — Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English on 19 December in its page-6 
editorial urges the government to reassess its spending, 
saying the "one thing this government knows how to do 
is waste money.” It notes that each member of the 17- 
strong Truth Commission "will receive the same salary 
as that paid to a supreme court judge." The government 
is urged to note that "much of the unhappiness among 
the masses is not only due to the fact they haven't 
received the houses and jobs they were promised; they 
are also fed up because the people at the top are living 
like kings while they haven’t anything.” 

CITY PRESS 

Privatization Must Minimize Job Losses — “Given 
that privatising some state assets is unavoidable, what 
government, labour and business need to do is ensure 
that the process minimizes any loss of jobs,” says 
a page-16 editorial in Johannesburg CITY PRESS 
in English on 17 December. "It must also not be 


another process in which a select few black elites 
become the main beneficiaries. Anything else will lead 
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to continued friction between the workers and the 
government, notwithstanding the fact that the senior 
partner in the government of national unity is part of 
the alliance which includes COSATU.” 


CAPE TIMES 


ANC Urged To ‘Face Down the Unions’ on Privatiza- 
tion — Commenting on the government's plan to priva- 
tize state assets and COSATU’s resistance to this move, 
Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 14 December 
says: “It is imperative that the ANC leadership should 
Stand its ground against its powerful alliance partner, 
COSATU, which has left no one in any doubt where 
it stands.” The ANC has “no choice but to face down 
the unions. A loss of nerve at this poirt would mean 
a debilitating loss of authority, as the country strives 
to get the RDP (Reconstruction and Development Pro- 
gram] on stream, triggering job creation and economic 
recovery.” 


South African Press Review for 21 Dec 
MB2112104995 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 


SOWETAN 


Give Squatters Land — “The sooner the government 
gets its act together, the quicker a stop will be put to the 
invasion of land,” says an editorial on page 10 of the 21 
December Johannesburg SOWETAN in English. Saying 
that land invaders are “desperate,” the editorial states: 
"There has to be legislation to set aside land that can 
be occupied by those who have no homes.” Providing 
raw materials also would help. "There is no necessity to 
put up fancy structures that cost an arm and a leg and 
require all sorts of convoluted deals with banks. The 
people will improve and improvise on the most humble 
of structures provided.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Drop Limits on Provincial Fund-Raising — Johannes- 
burg BUSINESS DAY in English on 21 December, in 
an editorial on page 6, su?gests conditionally dropping 
the ban on provinces raising money through surcharges 
on personal income taxes and extending flexibility on 
personal income tax to corporate taxes. “The country as 


a whole ob ' Cannot contemplate a greater tax bur- 
den if busi 0 be persuaded to invest productively 
and indivi orprise is to be encouraged. But this 
has to be take © the context of devolution that takes 


taxation closer to the very people at whom expendi- 
ture 1s targeted. If the object is to develop an effective 
—rr et oe ae that en- 
hances or incial governments’ ficxibility to 
attract and tani ose industry or business.” It se 
cludes: “The alternative is an increasingly stultifying 
regime of strictly enforced central fiscal control.” 


pat hp hep copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination —_ 
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Angola 
UNITA Says Downed Airplane Carrying Refugees 
MB2012201995 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 20 Dec 95 


{Communique issued by the UNITA Political Commis- 
sion Standing Committee in Bailundo on 20 December] 
{FBiS Translated Text] 1. The National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] Political Com- 
mission Standing Committee hereby informs the An- 
golan and international communities of the serious air 
crash that occurred 5 km west of Jamba Airport, in 
Cuando Cubango Province, at about 1400 on 18 De- 
cember. The Electra aircraft crashed about two minutes 
after take-off. It was carrying 139 [figure as heard) peo- 
ple, mostly women and children, and six crew members. 


A total of 140 neople died as a result of the accident, 
includins five crew members. The aircraft belonged to 
[name indistinct] private company. Experts are at the 
scene of the accident to investigate its causes. Their 
findings will be made public at a later stage. 

The UNITA Political Commission Standing Committee 
hereby reminds the Angolan and international commu- 
nities that UNITA has, since April 1995, asked the in- 
ternational community and UN Special Representative 
Alioune Blondin Beye to help people in Jamba return 
to their homes or the area of their choice, with the An- 
golan Government’s knowledge. 


So far, the United Nations has refused to transport 
these Angolan citizens in the aircraft that bring meager 
humanitarian aid to Jamba. It prefers to see those aircraft 
return empty. 


In view of this refusal, UNITA felt a responsibility to 
relocate families as its resources permitted. 
The UNITA Political Commission Standing Committee 
hereby conveys its deepest condolences to all the 
bereaved families. 
[Dated] Bailundo, 20 December 1995 
[Signed] The UNITA Political Commission Standing 
Committee 

Governor Disputes UNITA Claim 
MB2012204495 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 20 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] Lunda 
Norte Provincial Governor Moises Nele has said that 
illegal flights are constantly taking place in the province. 


[Begin recording] [Nele] The information I have re- 
ceived allows me to conclude once again that this was 
nothing other than one of the many pirate aircraft that 
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keep violating Lunda Norte Province’s air space in 
search for easy fortune. 


{Unidentified correspondent] The National Union for 
the Total Indepeadence of Angola has just issued a 
communique saying the aircraft crashed near Jasuba. To 
what extent would you say this report is true? 


{Nele] Personally, I see that as a mere diversion. 
Everybody knows that a sound knowledge of nav, tion 
is a crucial aspect of aviation. [end recording] 


Mozam’)ique 
Chissano Discusses Government Performare 


MB2012051995 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
8 Dec 95 pp 2-3 


{"Excerpt" of interview with President Joaquim 
Chissano by correspondent Rogerio Sitoe; place and 
date not given] 


(FBIS Translated Text] [Sitoe] How do you assess the 
government's first year? 


(Chissano] I must say that the government has per- 
formed very well. It carried out a lot of work, while 
showing self-sacrifice and initiative. A lot of work was 
Carried out during a short period. 


The government's accomplishments involved organiz- 
ing and amending legislation to guarantee the imple- 
mentation of its program and adjust to changes. We had 
to define each sector’s tasks, taking into consideration 
the structural changes that resulted from the elections. 
Each sector had to have its own identity. This objective 
was largely achieved. Likewise, we had to define each 
sector’s policies. For example, we now have policies 
on tourism, the environment, land, and so on. On the 
basis of these policies and strategies, it is now easier 
to implement programs and projects in a more coherent 
manner. It is now easier to coordinate the work of each 
sector and the work of institutions outside the govern- 
ment. It was not an easy task. It required = lot of effort 
and concentration. 


Along with defining responsibilities and amending leg- 
islation, we alsc Carried measures related io the govern- 
ment program. We worked intensively to reorganize the 
program, which until then had been no more than a draft 
proposal from a presidential candidate and a party run- 
ning for office. We had to transform that proposal into a 
government program that was acceptable to all political 
forces. We had to work quickly and intensively so that 
the program would be acceptable to the international 
community, as well as to Mozambican society. 


In addition, we had to prepare for the negotiations with 
the International Monetary Fund and the Paris Club. 
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We had to draw up the 1995 plan and a three-year 
investment plan. All of this work was carried out within 
a short period and with some unknowns, because the 
Paris Club meeting took place in March. 


Then we had to implement our program. In order to 
implement the program, we needed resources, vut they 
were not available until the Assembly of the Republic 
approved the General State Budget. The government 
performed well, even during the transitional period. 
After the Assczioly approved the budget, resources 
began to trickle in. Donors delayed in making funds 
available. The funds were made available toward the 
exd of the first half of the year. The government had to 
be very creative and courageous to take certain steps in 
the face of these unknowns. 


We have already begun to see the results of our efforts 
to woo investors. We have continued our privatization 
pregram, which we think is the right thing to do. We 
hope that we will see the results of this effort in the 
coming years, even as it relates to local business owners. 
In short, during this year we laid the foundation for 
economic and social development. 


{[Sitoe] But has the government lived up to your 
expectations? 


[Chissano] Yes, it has. I think the chcices were correct, 
because ali of the members of the government show a 
great deal of interest and enthusiasm. It is a new team. 
Even those of us who were in the previous government 
feel rejuvenaicd by their enthusiasm. I can even say 
that tension has eased. There has been teamwork, and 
we have fortunately been able to establish links with 
the Assembly of the Republic and with other parts of 
society. For example, the media have more access to the 
present government than was the case in the past. This 
is due to interest from both sides. I must say, however, 
that there is still work to be done. 


[Sitoe] The government is working, but one of the major 
issues often raised in public is corruption. What do you 
think about this issue? 


[Chissano] Well, people who sav we need to talk about 
concrete things are right. It is easy to explain concrete 
things. When we generalize, this task becomes very dif- 
ficult. Some members of government are skilled indi- 
viduals who are successful in their private undertakings. 
With their experience and their salary, as well as money 
obtained from other sources, they are successful, but this 
does not necessarily signal corruption. I am not insisting 
on evidence to prove a generalization. If there is cor- 
ruption, we need specific cases to investigate. On many 
occasions, specific cases have not been presented. Per- 
sonally, I am not looking for statements like: So and so 
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has such a thing because he stole it. It would be enough 
to present a questionable complaint like: So and so has 
a car. How did he gea it? Did he buy it? How did he 
buy it? If we are presented with a complaint like this, 
then we know we are dealing with a car. In) this case, | 
personally would be interested to learn how the car was 
obtained, and so on. That is what is lacking: specifics. 
That is what is lacking. 


[Si.oe] You mean that you or the government have 
never been presented with specific cases at internal and 
external levels? 


(Chissano] Not to me. The only case presented at the 
external level that we know of, and it was investigated, 
was the case of the Swedish funds for agriculture 
programs. This was the only case that was properly 
presented. It is the only specific case. Apart from that, 
no other corruption case has been presented to me. 
There was a lot written about the Enron case (the Pande 
gas negotiations). There were suspicions that Mineral 
Resources and Energy Minister John Kachamila was 
blocking the signing of an agreement and so on — a lot 
of rumors. In the end, it was proved that he was right. 
His concerns were real. An independent expert carried 
out a study and said: Look, you have to act this way. 
And th: ~\s the way we acted. That was the path we 
follows: . *ach an agreement with Enron. Apart from 
this, I du ® ‘emember any other case. 


[Sitoe] President Chissano made very cautious observa- 
tions about dual administraiior in the country. He played 
down the problem and emphasized tolerance and recon- 
ciliation. 

(Chissano] The Mozambique National Resistance [Re- 
namo] has made certain demands about the country’s 
administration. These demands are unfounded, because 
it was Clearly stated in the peace accord that such de- 
mands would be valid up until the swearing in of the 
new government. It has no reason to brood. We, how- 
ever, have demonstrated tolerance. It is a question of 
reconciliation. 

[Sitoe] But is this tolerance sometimes viewed as 
excessive and interpreted as a sign of weakness? 


[Chissano] We have opted to be passive and deal 
with issues in a way that avoids unnecessary upheaval. 
Let us consider the case of the “Chimwenjes” [little 
lights}. In the end, we were able to demonstrate that '” 

"Chimwenjes” existed — that is, if they still exist. They 
existed because we know that the people who operated 
from Mozambique are being tried in Zimbabwe. I do 
not know whether the Zimbabwean Government will 
divulge their links. We know, however, that they had 
links with Renamo. That is no longer a secret to us, 
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because the "Chimwenjes” themselves admitted it in 
Zimbabwe. It has been proved that the “Chimwenjes” 
existed. Our reaction has been -alm and without tumult, 
and we will continue in this direction. 


With regard to the attack on Dombe — without trying 
to blame anyone — we continued to carry out our 
administrative work, without confrontation. Our retreat 
was a positive thing done to save lives. We did not 
know what was behind the attack, and so we had to act 
very cautiously. This attitude is yielding results. We 
are receiving signals, and, in due time, the situation 
will be made clear. Fortunately, the Renamo leader has 
admitted the existence of some rogues or lunatics who 
could have come from Renamo ranks or some other 
ranks.... We are not going to judge this statement right 
now. My line of action at this moment is to consolidate 
peace, to remove whatever obstacles may exist, and to 
follow the correct path, so that we do not fal! iato a trap 
aimed at making us waste time. If there are outlaws, we 
have a police force and laws. These laws should be 


applied. 


The same is the case wich weapons. What is important 
is to find the arms caches and collect illegally owned 
weapons, It is not important whether the people who 
have the weapons belong to Renamo, the Mozambique 
Liberation Front (Frelimo], or any other party. What is 
important is to collect these weapons and locate the arms 
caches, regardless of whether they belong to Renamo 
or any other party, that were not found during the UN 
Operation in Mozambique. 


This is why we say we welcome the Renamo leader's 
Statement that he wants to help the government resolve 
this problem. This does not mean that Renamo should 
participate by contributing forces, because ihat would 
mean that Renamo still has forces. We do not want to 
form a joint force. A joint force between which forces? 
What we want is for the institutions tha are now in place 
to have the cooperation of citizens who are Renamo 
members, who belong to the Renamo leadership, as well 
as the cooperation of other citizens who are aware of or 
suspect the existence of arms caches, even if they do not 
belong to them. This is my line of action. Otherwise, 
we are going to waste time blaming each other.... 


So, although people may think we are being passive, 
the truth is we are not. The results are appearing. We 
are now reinstating the administration in Maringue. It 
is important to note that we have started a program and 
do not want it to be interrupted. 


{Sitoe] Turning to the social sector, the cost of living 
is becoming unbearable. It is true the government has 
been in power for only one year out of its five-year term, 
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and the results cannot be instant. Sull, the psychological 
effects on people are evidently harsh.... 


{Chissano}] You used the word unbearable. I have heard 
that word since 1989. It is [words indistinct] we are still 
hearing it. There is nothing more that can be done. It 
seems likes society will eventually disappear — this is a 
common complaint. What I have always said is that, in 
determining if there has been progress, we musi consider 
where we started. I said before that this year, we laic 
foundations. ‘this is not an empty statement. This is the 
result of the work carried out by this government and 
the Mozambican people this year. 


As a result of this work, the economy will grow, and 
there will be positive changes in social development, 
education, and health. If we think only in terms of 
salaries, we can say many things: Life is unbearable, 
and so on. 


I can now say that we now have doctors in districts 
where we had none. We have doctors in every district 
of our country, with perhaps one exception. But there 
must be a doctor there soon. There may not be a doctor 
in Maringue. There may not be doctors in controversial 
districts. But we have doctors in all other districts. This 
is a huge social advancement.... 


Social benefits should not be viewed only in terms of 
salaries and prices. Houses have been built for teachers. 
There have been improvements in health and water 
supply. There have been improvements in our cities. 
It is true that some cities are still experiencing serious 
problems, but problems are being resolved in other 
cities. Life is blooming. My dream is that life will 
improve. I believe my dream about what life will be 
like in the next two years will materialize. I expect 
improvements next year in food supply, for example, 
and perhaps even in health and crime fighting, because 
we have laid a foundation in the police sector. All this 
wil) benefit our people. 


Conditions will be created so that there will be more 
bread. This does not mean, however, that if bread costs 
2,000 meticais this year, it will cost less next year. What 
I mean is that bread may cost 2,500 or 3,000 meticais 
next year, but people will be better able to afford it, 
like they were able to when it cost 1.20 escudos (former 
currency}. Not everyone could afford bread during the 
colonial era. Try to work out the basic salary then 
and today’s basic salary, and see how much bread cost 
comparatively. If I am not mistaken, it cost more then — 
and I am not referring tu when bread cost 2.50 escudos 
or 5 escudos. This does not apply only to bread. It 
applies to all types of food. 
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We must increase production. That is what our program 
stresses. We want people to eat without using their eutire 
salary to buy food, particularly in rural areas. We want 
to see food entering the cities from areas insicie the 
country. We want to reduce dependence on imporis. We 
have investments, which must create new resources — 
big jobs and more attractive salaries. I believe this will 
become a reality. We can feel the changes, like we felt 
in 1986 and 1987 when things seemed to be improving. 
The improvements then could not be sustained because 
of the intense war. Things could only be done in the 
cities. Our challenge today lies in the rural areas. We 
are encouraging the development of small industries and 
small companies in both rural and urban areas. This will 
Create new possibilities and new avenues for our people. 


I feel that our fight against poverty is bearing fruit. The 
only problem is that this progress will not be felt right 
away by everyone, because of where we started from. 
This is how I see the situation. If we go to rural areas 
today, we see roads. We sec vehicles in areas where 
they previously could not reach. We see shops being 
opened and tents instalied. We see people being able to 
obtain transportation at least once a week in areas where 
this had not been possible. People can get clean water 
without having to travel long distances, and so on. All 
this is in accordance with our program. More things wil! 
come. 


Zambia 


Ruling MMD Party Opens National Convention 


MB1912172395 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 19 Dec 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} A convention of Zambia's 
ruling party, the MMD [Movement for Multiparty 
Democracy], has opened today with a crucial speech 
from President Frederick Chiluba, which he used to 
respond to his critics. The gathering is being held to 
select a new party executive, which will prepare for 
next year’s general elections. 


But this year hasn’t been a good one for the president 
himself. The independent weekly POST newspaper 
has run a series of stories questioning his Zambian 
parentage. His predecessor, Kenneth Kaunda, is on 
the comeback trail, and the UNIP [United National 
Independence Party] opposition have scored a string 
of by-elections victories. And this week, President 
Chiluba is being challenged for the MMD leadership 
by his former deputy, Levy Mwanawasa. On the line to 
Lusaka, Josephine Hazeley asked our reporter Musenji 
Kaphumbo what the mood was like at the convention. 
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[Begin recording] [Kaphumbo] It wasn’t really that 
tense. I mean, it is like a lot of people are really in 
support of Chiluba, I mean, just from the word go. As 
you just enter the convention place, you just hear a lot of 
people, you know, ululating about Chiluba this, Chiluba 
that. So all that I would say is that a lot of people 
are, like, they are really in support of Chiluba. I mean, 
everyone was just geared to hear what Chiluba had to 
say. It took Chiluba about two hours for him to deliver 
his speech because he was constantly being interrupted 
from the crowds, from the members. 


[Hazeley} And what did he say exactly? 


[Kaphumbo] Well, he said a lot of things. He touched 
on what they have done as a party ever since they came 
into power. He was saying that, you know, they have 
really improved the welfare of the Zambian people, they 
have very good policies, and what was lacking, in his 
words, was just the implementation. Of course, he also 
talked about unity. He was calling for his members to be 
united if they have to win next year’s general elections. 


[Hazeley} And exactly he is being challenged there 
by his former vice president, Mr. Mwanawasa, for the 
leadership of the MMD? 


[Kaphumbo] Yes, absolutely. Mr. Mwanawasa doesn’t 
seem to be happy with what is going on at the 
moment. At the moment, some of the members have 
just been allowed to contest for the party positions, and 
Mr. Mwanawasa strongly spoke against that idea of, 
you know, the National Executive Committee, which 
is under the MMD, which has barred some of the 
nondelegates to contest against the parties. Apart from 
that, Mr. Mwanawasa was sort of like, you would say, 
some of the members wanted to sort of intimidate 
him. I mean, you couldn’t hear anybody talking about 
Mwanawasa, it was just Chiluba this, Chiluba that, and 
he was all quiet. 


[Hazeley} So, Mr. Mwanawasa has really, from what 
you know, no support within the MMD or very little 
support within the MMD? 


{[Kaphumbo] Well, according to him, he has been 
working underground. But from what I saw, it was like, 
you know, everyone is for Chiluba. I mean, everyone 
was wearing T-shirts with Chiluba’s face on it. You 
couldn't see anything about Mwanawasa. The only sort 
of campaign messages that I saw on Mwanawasa were 
some posters which were just, you know, pinned on his 
car. Apart from that, there was really nothing. 


[Hazeley] Does one get the impression then that mem- 
bers had been worked upon to come out in support of 
Chiluba, or what? 
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{[Kaphumbo]} Well, it is difficult to say. But, you know, 
according to critics, Chiluba’s critics, they are saying 
that, you know, it is like Chiluba’s government is 
bulldozing everything. It is like they are really behaving 
as though it still under one party rule. 


{Hazeley] Now, another cloud that is hanging over the 
head of President Chiluba is the fact that his nationality 
has been questioned. What has been made of that at this 
National Convention? 


[Kaphumbo] Well, actually, even President Chiluba 
himself talked about it, and he strongly appealed to THE 
POST to substantiate their reports. He was saying that, 
you know, it is like THE POST newspaper in particular 
is working with some opposition parties, and he named 
UNIP. He said that he is not really bothered because he 
has got other, you know, crucial issues to look at and 
not be bothered by what people are writing about him 
in the press, especially about his nationality, but he is 
saying that he is Zambian. [end recording] 


MMD Vice President Challenges Chiluba 


MB2112052295 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 20 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The vice president of Zambia's 
ruling parity has successfully filed papers challenging 
President Frederick Chiluba as head of the party. 
Nomination papers for Mr. Levi Mwanawasa were 
verified and accepted at the national convention of the 
Movement for Multiparty Democracy, MMD. President 
Chiluba, who also filed his papers, escorted by two 
ministers, who seconded his nomination. [sentence as 
heard) Results of the vote are expected this evening. 
Political observers say Mr. Chiluba is certain to be 
retained. 

Zimbabwe 
Mugabe Describes 1995 as ‘Miserable Year’ 
MB2012200895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1930 GMT 20 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] HARARE Dec 20 SAPA — 
Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe on Wednesday 
{20 December] said poor rains had made 1995 a 
miserable year for Zimbabwe, but he expected the 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 11 


country’s agriculture-based economy to rebound in the 
coming year and restore lost gains. 


"It’s been a year of difficulty; a year when misery faced 
us whether in the cities, in rural areas, in mines or on 
farms," Mugabe said at an annual Christmas party for his 
staff at a Harare hotel, ZIANA [ZIMBABWE INTER- 
AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY] news agency reported. 


He recounted how water shortages had reached critical 
levels in almost all areas and how the government had 
had to import tons of grain. 


Water shortages had percolated to the rest of the econ- 
omy, where reduced productivity resulted in retrench- 
ments, he added. 


Mugabe, who will have to fight for re-election next 
year, expressed optimism about the coming year after a 
promising start to the rainy season. 


He said he prayed for a better agricultural season, 
SO crippling interest rates (pegged at 33 percen.) and 
inflation (which has just risen to 26 percent) could be 
bought down. 


He drew murmurs from the crowd of more than 300 
when he defended his government’s decision to with- 
draw the traditional annual bonus in the civil service. 


The High Court is set to decide on a petition by the 
Civil Service Union challenging the legality of the 
government's unilateral decision to withdraw the annual 
bonus. 


Mugabe said the government's consultants had recom- 
mended huge salary increases for civil servants, which 
the government accepted, but realised it could not im- 
mediately afford the rises. 


Faced with the re uity that even the annual bonus had 
to be withdrawn, Mugabe said, the government had 
decided every civil servant should get at least a 20 
percent pay rise and the rest of the financial package 
recommended by the consultants would be implemented 
in stages. 


"We thought the 20 percent was as good as the bonus," 
he said, to murmurs from the audience. "But it’s not out 
of reluctance to pay, but because there were no funds." 
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Nigeria 


Abacha Swears In New Chief Justice 19 Dec 


AB2012091095 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 19 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The new chief justice of the 
federation, Justice Mohamed Lawal Uwais, has been 
sworn in. He took his oath of office at a ceremony 
presided over by the head of state, General Sani Abacha, 
in Abuja today. State House correspondent Mohamed 


Labo reports: [passage omitted] 


[Begin recording] [Labo] Justice Mohamed Uwais as- 
sumed the leadership of the nation’s judiciary today 
after serving as justice of the Supreme Court for 16 
years. Gen. Abacha explained that his appointment was 
in keeping with the tradition of appointing the most se- 
nior justice of the Supreme Court as the nation’s chief 
judicial officer. He described Justice Uwais as a legal 
giant whose training, experience, and intellectual capac- 
ity adequately prepared him for the office. 


The head of state remarked that the new chief justice 
has been called upon to lead the judiciary at the time the 
judicial system is not only under trial but at the center 
Stage of international ana public discourse. His appoint- 
ment, the head of state further said, also coincided with 
the democratization process of the administration. 


Gen. Abacha restated the government’s commitment to 
making the Nigerian judiciary independent and freeing 
it from the credibility crisis that bedeviled it before, 
during, and after the annulment of the presidential 
election in 1993. [passage omitted] 


He said government had accepted the recommendations 
of the Constitutional Conference for the establishment 
of the national judicial council charged with the respon- 
sibility of recommending the appointment and removal 
of state judicial officers, and ensuring national uniform 
standards for appointment and discipline of the offi- 
cers. Government, he further said, had also accepted 
the conference’s recommendation for a self-accounting 
judiciary, but he said in spite of this innovation, the ju- 
diciary has a lot of challenges to grapple with. [passage 
omitted] 

On government’s expectations of the judiciary in the de- 
mocratization process, Gen. Abacha said an independent 
judiciary, whose pronouncements will earn the respect 
of all, is most desirable as it is the key to the success 
of the nation’s march to democracy, and respect of the 
rule of law. 


[Abacha] As the impartial umpire of the pulitical 


context, the judiciary of our day should be strong, firm, 
and reliable, and be able to rise above ethnic, sectional, 
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and religious interests. [video shows Abacha seated, 
reading his address] 


{Labo} Gen. Abacha also paid tribute to the former 
Chief Justice Mohamed Bello, whom he said served the 
country meritoriously. [end recording] 


Chief Urges Recognition for Nation’s Efforts 


AB1412221595 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 14 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Nkene of Nnewi [tradi- 
tional title], Chief Odumegwu Ojukwu, says Nigeria 
is a leader in Africa and cannot be written off easily 
by the international community. Chief Ojukwu, who 
spoke to journalists in Enugu, also noted that Nigeria 
had contributed to the United Nations more than any 
other African country. NTA Enugu correspondent Kalo 
Otese has more on the Ikemba’s comments: 


{Begin recording] [Otese) Chief Ojukwu listed other 
positive actions by Nigeria to include her participation 
in peacekeeping situations called by the United Nations, 
the sole initiative of going into Liberia to save Ameri- 
can lives, and the spearheading of ECOMOG [Economic 
Community of West African States Cease-Fire Monitor- 
ing Group] to maintain peace in West Africa: 


{Ojukwu] These are positive things that Nigeria has 
done. Nigeria has helped Benin Republic with money, 
saved her from troubles. Ever since independence we 
have been involved in every decolonization effort on the 
African Continent. These are great achievements for a 
country of only 34 years. They needn't write off Nigeria 
just yet. 


[Otese} On the role of South African leadership in cham- 
pioning sanctions against Nigeria, the Ikemba Nnewi 
said it was regrettable but cautioned against any wors- 
ening of relations between Nigeria and South Africa 
as both countries constitute the pillars for the future 
of Africa. He condemned the glaring double standards 
exhibited by some Western countries championing the 
call for sanctions against Nigeria. Chief Ojukwu stressed 
that countries which have heinously trampled on human 
rights and democracy are being compensated and fa- 
vored by these same powers criticizing us. [end record- 
ing) 


Sierra Leone 


Strasser Signs Decree on Conduct of Elections 


AB1912113595 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
0700 GMT 19 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Electoral Provisions De- 
cree 1995 has been released in Freetown. According to 
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the [words indistinct], the 48-page document signed by 
the chairman of the NPRC [National Provisional Ruling 
Council] and head of state, Captain Valentine Strasser, 
States that parliament shall be made up of 12 paramount 
chiefs and an unspecified number of ordinary and dis- 
trict [words indistinct] by the NPRC but not less than 
60. 


According to the decree, the date for general elections 
shall be made by proclamation by the NPRC after con- 
sultations with the electoral commission. The decree 
also stipulates that the number of candidates to be on 
any list drawn up by political parties shall be equivalent 
to the number of seats being contested in the elections. 
Other provisions in the decree include the appointment 
of the chairman of the ciectoral commission, of a na- 
tional returning officer, while the electoral commission 
shall appoint four other returning officers for each of the 
four electoral regions as well as 12 district returning of- 
ficers, and an unspecified number of returning officers. 


The decree also refers to the conduct of any elections 
as well as the casting of ballots by voters to the 
electoral commission. The decree gives the hours of 
voting from 7 AM to 6 PM and at the stipulated 
time as [the] electoral commission may announce. The 
decree also seconds the erection of [a] voters court as a 
division of the High Court to try election offenses. The 
decree prescribes stiff punishment to corrupt practices 
including bribery and aiding and abetting for up to | 
million leones fine or a three-year jail term or both fine 
and imprisonment. 


Togo 


Shooting Erupts in Lome 19 Dec; No Injuries 
AB2012183595 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 20 Dec 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Togo capital, Lome, is no 
stranger to shootings. There have been several attacks, 


WEST AFRICA 13 


asSassination attempts, and commando assaults over the 
past couple of years while the country has been feeling 
its way toward some kind of democracy. It’s been 
quieter recently but now the calm has been shattered 
as Ebo Godwin reports in this fax from Lome: 


Gunfire broke out yesterday evening in the usually 
peaceful Nyekonakpoe suburb, scattering street hawkers 
and pedestrians in pandemonium. Residents quickly shut 
their doors and turned off the lights in their houses 
as motorists screeched on their brakes and sped off 
in a wild rush to escape the shooting. Within minutes, 
Nyekonakpoe was deserted. 


The gunfire lasted about five minutes and came from 
near the Togo Broadcasting Station close to the Ghana- 
Togo border. No one has claimed responsibility for the 
shooting and there has been no official comment to 
clarify the situation. 


Observers here remark today that the incident seemed 
to justify a recent ban placed by the authorities on the 
sale and the import of fire crackers and other forms of 
toy explosives. The ban, they say, is justified because 
it will help the authorities distinguish between gunfire 
and toy explosions. 


Officially the ban on fire crackers was imposed follow- 
ing the advice of anxious residents of Lome who have 
complained that the loud noise of fire crackers creates 
widespread panic and is a public nuisance. The decision 
has upset some children but even harder hit are busi- 
nessmen who have invested substantia! sums of money 
importing the toy explosives for the Christmas period. 


Although the residents of Lome may now be spared 
the bangs and blasts of toys, last night’s real shooting 
incident indicates that they may still need to dive for 
cover. 
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